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1. Opening and welcome remarks by the Chairperson 

The 16th Annual Meeting of the SEAFO Scientific Committee (SC) was conducted by 
correspondence from the 17th to 18th November 2020 with only the most important 

issues on the agenda. The Chairperson, Mr. Åge Høines opened the meeting officially on 
the 17th November at 09:00 (GMT+1) by email. 

 

 

2. Appointment of Rapporteur 

The Secretariate was appointed as rapporteur. 

 
 

3. Adoption of agenda and meeting arrangements 

SC adopted the agenda (Appendix I) with the following amendment:  

• An additional agenda point was added for “Any other matters” (after agenda 
point 10) on request from Japan. Norway and South Africa. 

 
Members were informed of the practical arrangements for the meeting by the Executive 
Secretary and the Chairperson. 
 

 

4. Introduction of Delegates 

Thirteen Scientific Committee members were registered for the 16th SEAFO SC meeting 
(see Appendix II for list of participants). No members from The Republic of Korea and the 
EU was registered. 

 

 

5. Review 2020 work program 

This agenda point was not discussed during the correspondence meeting. The Executive 
Secretary will send out reminder emails at the beginning of 2021 to remind the 

responsible members of the various tasks (after the list was updated) to be completed 
for the next SC meeting.  

 
SC listed the following tasks for 2020 during the 2019 SC meeting: 

 

• Continue work by the working group (Secretariat, Namibia and EU) to collect and 
collate all available orange roughy data and analyse CPUE. 

 



SEAFO SC Report DOC/COM/03/2020 

 
 

Page 3 of 13 
 

• Collect samples of orange roughy in the Namibian EEZ, South African EEZ and SEAFO 

CA for genetic comparison at the University of Stellenbosch. Mr. Granville Louw to 
draft a guideline protocol for the collection and storage of genetics samples. 

 

• Task team to prepare the survey plan for the 2020 EAF Nansen Survey and to give 
feedback from the 2019 & 2020 Nansen surveys (final and preliminary reports, 
respectively) at the next SC meeting. 

 

• South Africa to continue with the orange roughy data (catch depths & length 
frequencies) analysis for catches recorded in the EEZ.  

 

• Draft guidelines for using scientific data (video footage & survey counts) in the 
determination of threshold limits of VME encounters in relation to guidelines in other 
RFMOs and scientific bodies – assigned to ES. 
 

 

6. Report by the ES presenting landing tables 

The Executive Secretary presented landings data which was received by the Secretariat 
between 1 October 2019 and 31 September 2020.   

All retained and discarded catches are presented in the landings tables 
(DOC/SC/03/2020). The landing tables was edited and corrected by the SC.  

SC noted that the figures includes data for one vessel that fished in the CA during 2020 
which is a vessel from the Patagonian toothfish longline fishery. By the end of September 

2020 data was received of landings of 37 tonnes (13.5 %) of the 275 tonnes TAC set for 
Sub-Area D.  

Another toothfish longline vessel’s data were submitted at the end of October 2020 and 
is not included in this report and a deep-sea crab vessel intends to start fishing towards 

the end of November 2020.  Landings for those two vessels will be included in the landing 
tables for 2021.  

Updates have been made to the 2019 landing figures from a toothfish longline vessel that 
fished during October 2019 and was not included in the 2019 landings tables. 

SC members request the ES to use a comma every three digits to display the landing 
figures and two digits after the last comma for bycatch weight in Kg. 

Japan requested that Logsheet data should be used instead of Observer data and that 
the landing should be updated for previous years where Observer data was used. 

 
 

7. Review spatial and temporal distribution of fishing activity and biological data 

The spatial distribution maps for fishing data received from 1 October 2019 to 31 
September 2020, as well as the biological data tables, were provided by the Secretariat 
(DOC/SC/04/2020). 

http://www.seafo.org/media/6fc312d5-85d2-4c91-ad19-8bb80512a916/SEAFOweb/pdf/Meeting%20Files/2020/SC/DOC_SC_03_2020%20-%20Landing%20Tables%202020_doc
http://www.seafo.org/media/571e7b21-d9f9-4c84-84dd-68ecdfd54af0/SEAFOweb/pdf/Meeting%20Files/2020/SC/DOC_SC_04_2020%20-%20Spatial%20and%20temporal%20distribution%20of%20fishing%20activities%20and%20biological%20data%20collected_pdf
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The SC reviewed the spatial and temporal maps provided by the Secretariat  and 

corrections were made to the document.  

 

8. Review the spatial distribution of reported catches of benthic organisms (corals, 
sponges, etc.) 

The SC reviewed the updated data on incidental catches of VME species for fishing data 

received from 1 October 2019 to 31 September 2020 from the bottom longline fishery 
(see Tables 23-39 of DOC/SC/03/2020 for data on VME catches).   

The SC reviewed the spatial distribution maps provided by the Secretariat.  

Glass sponges were added to the list of VME indicators and should be discussed at the 
next SC meeting for consideration. 

 
 

9. Review the Stock Status Reports 

During the 2019 SC meeting, tasks were assigned to various members to update the Stock 
Status reports intersessionally.  No discussion was done during the correspondence 
meeting. The Executive Secretary will send reminder emails early in 2021 to the members 
responsible for the tasks below to be ready for the 2021 meeting. 
 
See the tasks listed below: 
 

• Patagonian toothfish: Make length-frequency graphs more legible, align x-axes for all 
graphs and include modal length on individual graphs to easily view size changes 
across years – assigned to Dr. Tsutomu Nishida. (DONE) 
 

• ALL STOCKS STATUS REPORTS: Standardize maps across Stock Status Reports 
(preferably design an R-script for catch positions and hexagonal aggregations of catch 
totals per year) – assigned to Mr. Erich Maletzky.  
 

• ALL STOCKS STATUS REPORTS: Standardize referencing across Stock Status Reports – 
assigned to Executive Secretary. (Referencing was send to members. Will be sent 

during 2021 again as reminder) 
 

• STOCKS STATUS REPORTS: Update & validate Alfonsino (BYS) Stock Status Reports 
catch maps and tables (3, 4 & 5) – assigned to Dr. Arved Staby. (DONE) 
 

• STOCKS STATUS REPORTS: Standardize and update all tables in the Pelagic 
armourhead (EDR) Stock Status Reports – assigned to Mr. Granville Louw. 

http://www.seafo.org/media/6fc312d5-85d2-4c91-ad19-8bb80512a916/SEAFOweb/pdf/Meeting%20Files/2020/SC/DOC_SC_03_2020%20-%20Landing%20Tables%202020_doc
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10. Review Total Allowable Catches and related Management conditions for Patagonian 
toothfish, Alfonsino, Pelagic armourhead, Orange roughy and Deep-sea Red Crab. 

The SC was supposed to conduct the biennial review the TACs for the usual five species 
during this meeting. It was however agreed to keep the TAC and management conditions 
unchanged for the 2021 fishing season from the 2019-2020 period and to review it during 
the next physical meeting. 

10.1 Orange roughy 

Zero tonnes and a 4 tonnes bycatch allowance in Division B1, and 50 tonnes in the remainder of 

the SEAFO CA subject to exploratory fishing protocols. 

10.2 Deep-sea red crab 

171 tonnes in Division B1 and 200 tonnes in the remainder of the Convention Area. 

10.3 Patagonian toothfish 

275 tonnes for Sub-area D and zero tonnes for the remainder of the SEAFO CA. 

10.4 Alfonsino 

200 tonnes for the SEAFO CA of which a maximum of 132 tonnes may be taken in Division B1;  

10.5 Southern boarfish/ Pelagic armourhead 

135 tonnes for the SEAFO CA. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  All TACs and Management conditions to stay the same for 2021 as for 
the previous two years (2019-2020). 

‘ 
 

11. Any Other Matters 

Japan plans to conduct the exploratory fishing in 2021. "Notice of Intent according to 
(CM30-15)" will be circulated to the SC and the Commission via the Secretariat for 

intersessional evaluations. 

The SC would like to express the necessity of having a representative from the EU on the 

SC, as it is important that matters pertaining to catch -, bycatch - and biological data can 
be addressed and discussed with a representative of a member country directly. 
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12. Adoption of the report 

The 2020 Scientific Committee Report was adopted at 12:30 (GMT +1) on Wednesday, 
18th November 2020. 

 

 

13. Closure of the meeting 

On Wednesday 18th November 2020, at 12:30 (GMT+1), the Chairperson declared the 
16th SEAFO Scientific Committee meeting closed. The Chairperson expressed his 

satisfaction for the work accomplished and thanked all participants for their valuable 
contributions.  
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APPENDIX I – List of Documents, Agenda and Annotated Agenda of the 16th Scientific 

Committee Meeting 
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ANGOLA 
 

Miguel Andre ANTONIO (Head of 

Delegation) 
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JAPAN 
 

Tsutomu NISHIDA (Head of Delegation) 
Associate Scientist National Research 
Institute of Far Seas Fisheries   
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City,   

Shizuoka,  
Japan, 424-8633   
Tel/Fax: +81 54 336 5834  
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Deputy Manager 
Overseas Operations Department  
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Taiyo A&F Co.,Ltd. 
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Tel: +81-3-6220-1260   

Fax: +81-3-6220-1460 
E-mail:  a-negami@maruha-nichiro.co.jp 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Junichiro OKAMATO 
Executive Manager Director 

Japan Oversea Fishing Association 
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Tokyo 101-0052 

Japan 
Tel:  +81 3 3291 8508 
Email: jokamoto@jdsta.or.jp 
 

Kyo UEHARA 
Vice Representative 

Taiyo A&F Co., Ltd. Cape Town Office 
19 Foregate Square, Heerengracht Street, 

Foreshore, 
Cape Town 8000, South Africa 
TEL: +27 21 417 3440 

FAX: +27 21 417 3450 
E-mail: taiyoct@mweb.co.za 

 

 

NAMIBIA 
 

Beau TJIZOO (Head of Delegation) 

National Marine Information & Research 

Centre 

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine 

Resources 

Private Bag 912   

Swakopmund  

Namibia   

Tel: +264 64 410 1159   

Fax: +264 64 404 385   

Email: Beau.Tjizoo@mfmr.gov.na 

 

Anja VAN DER PLAS 

Senior Scientist, Subdivision Environment 

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine 

Resources   

Private Bag 912   

Swakopmund  

Namibia 

Tel: +264-64-4101111 

Fax: +264-64-404385 

Email:  anja.vanderplas@mfmr.gov.na 
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Email: esmaletzky@gmail.com 
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Fax:  +264 64 404 385  

Email:  Tobias.Endjambi@mfmr.gov.na 
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5870 Bergen 
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